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n 

J.R.  Storey, 

II 

J.A,  Shaw. 

Councillor  E. E .Blacklock 

II 

J.A,  Smith, 
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II 
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If 

M.A.  Crow,  (Mrs). 

It 

H.W.  Taylor. 

II 

H.  Enstwisle. 

II 

F. Wilson,  O.B.E.  , 

11 

A.T.  Graham, 

J.P. 

n 

W,  Harvey. 

It 

D.  Young, 

OFFICER 

S. 

CLERK; 

G.S.  Mclntire,  O.B.E, 

,  B ,A • ,  LL • 

B. 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OP 

HEALTH; 

A. 

Stuart  Hebhle thwaite ,  M.C, , 

M.B.,  CH.B. 

,  D.P.H, 

DEPUTY  I'/EDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH; 


Eustace  Thorp,  O.B,E. ,  M.B.,  CH.B.,  D.P.H. 
PORT  HEALTH  INSPFCTOR; 

E,  Cooper,  Cert.  R.S.I. 

ASSISTANT  INSPECTOR 
C.  Pickering,  Cert.  R.S.I. 

OFFICIAL  RiiT  CATCHER 
C.  R.  Hicks,  (Temporary). 


Meetings ; -Monthly ,  on  the  Wednesday  in  the  second  week 
preceding  that  in  which  the  Council  meets,  at  2-45p.m. 

Offices  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  )  Athenaeum  Buildings, 
and  Port  Health  Inspector  )  27,  Fawcett  Street, 


Office  Telephone  No.  ;  Sunderland  56206. 
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SUNDERLAND 

PORT  H  E  A  L  T  H'  A  U  T  H  0  R  I  T  Y. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEA^iTH 
FOR  THE 

YEAR  ENDED  DECEMBER  31  st^  1941. 


TO  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERIv4EN  AND  COUNCILLORS  OF  THE  COUNTY 
BOROUGH  OF  SUMJERLA^ID  ACTING  AS  THE  PORT  HEALTH 
AUTHORITY  OP  THE  PORT  OP  SUITOERLAND. 


This  Report  is  in  an  aUbroviated  fonm  compared  with 
those  of  previous  years,  in  acoordance  with  the  ?/ishes  of 
the  Ministry  of  Health  as  outlined  in  their  Circular  No, 
1937;  permanent  arrangements  which  have  been  fully 
presented  in  previous  Annual  Reports  have  been  omitted  if 
they  have  remained  unaltered,  and  certain  tables  have  been 
cither  left  out  altogether  or  curtailed.  Tables  dealing 
with  the  number  of  ships  arriving  and  departing  are  also 
excluded. 

During  the  year  3  cases  of  infectious  disease,,  viz,. 
Pneumonia  1 ,  Tuberculosis  1 ,  Measles  1  ,  Mumps  1  ,  and 
Diphtheria  1  ,  v/ere  found  to  exist  on  vessels  entering  the 
Port,  No  case  of  infectious  disease  spread  from  the  Port 
to  the  Borough,  ,  !  't.  > 

Work  under  articles  19-21  (Deratisation  of  Ships)  has 
resulted  in  68  Certificates  for  ‘^Deratisation”  or 
Deratisation  “Exemption”  being  issued,  compared  with  76 
issued  last  year. 

During  the  year  your  Port  Medical  Officer  was  called 
out  and  visited  17  ships  at  the  Docks  and  River, 

During  1939>  with  the  consent  of  the  Boroagh  Council, 
I  was  appointed  Port  Anti-Gas  Officer  to  the  River  Wear 
Commissioners’  Air  Raid  Precautions  scheme  for  Docks, 
Wharves,  Quays  and  Waterside  Warehouses,  This  scheme, 
which  is  nov/  fully  completed,  includes  two  fully  equipped 
first  aid  posts.  The  personnel  for  manning  the  ^scheme  is 
supplied  from  the  officials  and  v/orkmen  employed  by  the 
River  Wear  Commissioners. 

Certain  duties  in  connection  with  Civil  defence  are 
directly  concerned  with  the  Port  Health  Authority, 
including  (l)  Provision  to  be  made  for  the  boarding  of 
vessels,  whether  contaminated  by  gas  cr  not,  immediately 
on  arrival  by  the  Fort  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  if  they 
have  on  board  cases  of  infectious  sicknciis  or  of  serious 
illness  or  accident  urgently  requiring  treatment  on  shore 
or  if  they  have  come  from  an  infected  port;  (2)  The 
Supervision  of  disembarkation  and  disposal  of  persons  v/ho 
have  bocomc  casualties  by  reason  of  a  gas  attack  on  a  ship 
entering  or  lying  in  port;  (3)  An  arrangement  with  the 
Dock  Authority  to  provide  a  suitable  site  on  shore  for  the 
reception  of  contaminated  food-stuff s,  whether  in  ships  or 
on  shore . 


Although  the  Port  is  not  authorised  for  the  admission 
of  Aliens 5  during  the  year^  ov/ing  to  special  circumstances ^ 
refugees  from  other  allied  countries,  including  seamen,  have 
been  medically  examined  at  the  request  of  the  Immigration 
Authorities  and  ceroified  fit  to  land. 

The  work  .of  the  Port  HQ£.ith  Inspectors  has  been  main¬ 
tained  at  a  very  high  etandard  of  efficiency, 

I  wish  to  record  my  'Ghanks  for  the  valuable  assistance 
given  by  H.M.  Collector  of  Customs  and  his  Gtaff,  also  the 
Officials  of  the  River  Wear  Commissioners.,  Board  of  Trade 
Surveyors,  Pilots  i-^nu.  Shipping  Agents  v/ho  h£ve  so  willingly 
co-operated  with  the  Pc-rt  Hoaltii.  Authority, 

A,  S,  HSBBLETf  Y;AITE, 

Port  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


Health  0.ffi.ce, 

Athenaeum  Buildings, 
'27,  Fawcett  Street, 
Sunderland. 

Mar  ah  j  i  9^:2  • 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 

X 


During  the  past  year  8  samples  froui  the  water 
boats  were  submitted  to  the  Municipal  Bacteriologist; 
the  re  suits  ...of '  the  examinations  are  suni.iarised  in 
the  following  table 


i'9  -4  1 


Source  Number  of 

samples. 

Glass  1 

Class  2  ^  Glass  3  Class  I4. 

•  •  .  i 

i  I 

Water  Boats  8 

Hydrants  - 

5 

: 

1  -  -  -  .1 

^  Total . .  ■  8 

'  5 

Class  1*  A  v/ater  containing  no  B.  Goli  in  100  cc.  of  water  SATISFACTORY 
Class  2.  B.Coli  test  positive  in  100  cc.  negative  in  1 0  cc .... .DOUBTFUL 
Glass  3.  B.Coli  test  positive  in  10  cc.  negative  in  1  cc. UNSATISFACTORY 
Class  4.  B.Coli  test  positive  in  1  cc.  or  less  . ..; . ...BAD 


ARTICLE  16  (PORT  SANITARY  REGULATIONS) , 1 933. 


No  difficulty  has  been  experienced  during 
the  past  year  in  applying  the  provisions  of  Article 
16,  relating  to  unauthorised  persons  boarding 
vessels  before  they  are  free  from  control  under  the 
above-mentioned  Regulations, 
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TABLE  C . 

Cases  of  Infectious  S iaknoss  landed  from  Vessels, 


Disease 

Fo,  of 
during 

oaceR  ! 

i  9'!-1  . 

No , of  vessels  ^ 
concerned. 

^  ■ 

Passengers 

Crew  ' 

;  Chicken  Pox. . . . 

1 

•  0  • 

^  * 

•  •  9 

i  Continued  Fever 

: 

«  •  • 

t  •  • 

j  Diphtheria . 

• 

1 

1  Dysentery . 

c  •  • 

. . 

1  Erysipelas ..... 

.•  • 

®  •  •  ... 

‘  ■  •  9  • 

I  Malaria ........ 

•  •  A 

•  •  « 

1  Measles . ..... . . ' 

i  *  • 

,  1  , 

1  Mumps  *  .  .  . 

' 

**"  •  • 

: 

i  .  ■  7'  ^ 

^  Pneumonia . . 

♦  •  • 

i 

i  . i 

1  Relapsing  Fever 

•  •  i> 

H  5 

» 

•  6  • 

i  Scarlet  Fever. . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

#  «  • 

[  Smallpox . 

»  •  • 

0  V  9 

•  •  • 

1  Tuberculosis . . . 

r»  •  • 

1 

1  I 

1  Typhoid  Fever. . 

•  •  • 

•  •  * 

I  Typhus  Fever. . . 

•  •  • 

.  •  •  • 

• 

•  9  • 

Total. . . : . ' 

•  •  •  e  . 

5 

. ri 

in 

I 

7 


T  .A  B  L  Ill  D. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Sicloness  occurring  on  ''-^essels 
during  the  Voyage  hut  dj.sposec^  of  -prior  to  arrival. 


Disease 

No.  of 
during 

Oases 

1  941  . 

, 

No  of  \/'essels 

G  )ncex"ned. 

r 

Passengers 

i  Grew 

1 

\ 

Chi oken  Pox. . . . j 

•  •  t 

«  #  • 

•  ^  * 

Continued  Fever' 

•  •  • 

«  •  • 

<»  •  « 

Diphtheria . 

•  •  ♦ 

1 

1 

• 

Dysentery . 

•  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  0 

Erysipelas . .  .  .  , 

«  •  • 

•  6  0 

Malaria . 

#  •  « 

3 

2 

Measles . . 

•  9  • 

»  «  •  ‘ 

Pneumonia . . 

2  ■  - 

2 

Relapsing  Fever 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

0  •  • 

Scarlet  Fever . , 

•  0  * 

•  • 

«  •  • 

Smallpox . 

' 

' 

0  •  • 

■1.:. 

•  •  • 

0*0 

Tuberculosis. . . 

*  .  . 

•  •  • 

0  *  * 

Typhoid  Fever. . 

i- 

•  •  • 

i 

•  » 

0  0  0  - 

Typhus  Fever. . . 

\ 

1 

•  •  • 

j 

i  0  § 

0  0  9 

Total . '  ...  8 


OTHER  CASES  OP  SICKHBSSj  ETC.,  ILP/ESTI GATED. 


In  addition  to  the  cases  .of  infectious  diseases 
tabulatedj  176  cases  of  non-inf ectious  sickness^ 
etc.j  occurring  duriiig  the  voyage  or  on  cvrival 
and  during  stay  in  Portj  v/ere  investigated  by  the 
Port  Health  Inspectors,  These  included  91  cases 
of  non-inf ectious  sickness^  39  cases  of  :‘n;iurioSj 
30  cases  of  venereal  disease  and  16  deaths.  Of 

the  deaths  roiDortody  1  v/as  due  to  alcoholic  . 

poisoning,  2  to  drowning,  3  to  Datal  injuries  1 
missing  and  9  to  on omy  a c t i oi'j 


VENEREAL  DISEASES 


Number  of  Soamon  treated  at  the  V.D,  Clinic 

during  1  941  . 


■  '■  British 

Total 

Foreign 

Total  , 

Syph.&  Soft 

:Syph.&  Soft 

A 

Chancre ....... 

1 

Chancre ....... 

Soft  Chancro  &  ■ 
Gonorrhoea.  .  .  . 

1 

.Soft  Chanerd  &. 
Gonorrhoea... 

•  4  • 

oyphilis,  ....... 

1  2 

,  Syphilis .  .  .-.  .  .  . 

'4) 

Soft  Chancre . . . . 

3 

; Sof t  Chancro . . , 

t  .  * 

■  A 

Syph.  &  Gone.  .  .  . 

1 

Syph.  &  Gone... 

5 

Gonorrhoea . 

45 

; Gonorrhoea . .... 

33  ,  : 

Non-Venoroal 

; Non-Vcneroal 

Disease . .  . 

17 

Disease ...... 

13 

‘ 

Total . 

80 

Total. . . . . . 

93  :  .  I 

PilRROTS..  (PROHIBITION  OP  IMPORT)  REGULATIONS., 

1  9  3  0. 


No  parrots  or  budgerigars  camo  under  obs-orvatibn’ 
during  the  past  year. 


DANGEROUS  DRUGS  (No.  3)  REGULi\TIONS ,  1923< 


No  application  for  a  Certificate  to  procuro 
drugs  under  the  provisions  of  the  above -namod 
Regulations  was  granted  during  the  past  year. 


^GKMNG 


r,i 


426  visits  havs  boer  po.id  to  vossols  in  connection 
with  tho  work  of  nt  do s trustier,  during  fne  past  yoarj 
Gomparod  wj.th  422  for  the  corresponding  poinod  of  iS^40j 
Rat  destruction  v/as  car"''iGd  out  on  bosrd  32  vossols  as 
against  20  vossoJ.s  in  'i  940  resulting  in  the  destruction 
of  ,375  rats  compared  v/ ith  340  for  the  pr '"coding  year. 
1500  rats  v/ere  destroyed;  principally  by  trapjpingj  at 
Y/archousGS^o  wharves  and  industrial  premisos  on  tho 
river  and  docks^  compared  Y/i  th  693  for  1  9'iO;  maki.ng  a 
total  of  2073  ’^or  '^941  as  comparea  Y/ith  1033  tor  the 
p  r  e  V  i  ou  s  ye  a  i' . 


In  addition 


for  the  precedj.ng  yoain  v/erL- 


422d  iDOiso?!  baits ; 

laid  at 

was  considered  futile 


coiipar-wd  Y/ith  4947 
various  iDoints 
the  result  of 


where  trapping 
Y/hich  ca'nnct  be  properly  estimated.  Twe  rats  have  boon 
submitted  for  bac  uoriolo,giGal  examina.ticri. ..during  tho 


pa s  t  yea r  Y/i  th  no a t i ve  re  suit s , 

Tho  total  number  o.f  ahsits  paid  to 
promises  du.'cing  i  541  s  for  tho  purpose  oi 
destruction  was  1369  comimrod  v/ith  I8O6 


Y-Q  SSOx 


o 

>.e 


rr.t 

for  1940 


ajid 


0 


RnT.  PROOF  I 


7  TON 
A 


The  Y/arehouses  au  'bhe  Docks 
continue  to  be  v/ell  maintained  a 
from  rats. 


and  on  tie  River 
i  rcii.gardB  iDrotection 


noal-^-" 


Port  of 
in 


It  is  interesting  to  note . .that  since  the 

Sunderland  v/as  apuroY'cd  by  the  Llinistry  oj 
Januaryj  1929 9  for  tlic  issue  of  '’’Doratis’ation’'  and: 
Doratisation  '’Exemption”  Oertificatos  in  ace  ordan^' 0  vith 
tho  provisions  .of  Arricle  28  of  '  tlio  >  Iiruorna tiona  1  • 
Sanitary  Convention  of  Paris ^  1926^  1389  such 
Oort j.fica tos  havo  boon  issued  for  Y/hich  foes  amounting 
to  the  sum  oi  £31.87*  ■  4*  6*,.  .havo  boon.  colhe.G,t,c;do 
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Ri\TS  DESTROYED  DURING  1941. 


TABLE  E. 

(1 )  On  Vosscls , 


Number  of  Rats 


Gxaminod 


Info c ted  with  Plague . .  »  »  .  *  .  .  NILr 


TABLE  P„ 


(2)  In  Docks 3  Quays j  Wharves 
and  Vi/arehousos . 


Number  of  Rats  . . .  1 500  ; 

j 

”  examined  . . . .  NIL  j 

Infected  with  Plague  .  NIL  I 


Table 


Measures  of  Rat  Destruction  on  Vessels  from 
Plague  infected  ports  arriving 
in  the  Fort  during  the  year. 


Total 

Nuriiber 

Number 

:  Number 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Number 

.  Number 

of  such  ■ 

of  rats 

of  such 

of  rats 

of  such 

of  Rats 

of  such 

of  such 
Vessels 
arriving 

vessels  ; 
Fumigated 
by  S.O.^. , 

• 

killed. 

vessels  ; 
Fumigated' 
by  H.G.N. 

killed, 

*  •  ■ 

vessels 
on  v/hich 
Trapping 
Pbisonisg 
etc .were 
Bmployed 

killed. 

vessels 
on  whi ch 
measures 
of  Rat 
Destruc¬ 
tion 

wore  not 

carried 

out. 

1 

2 

3 

h  1 

5  i 

6 

7 

8 

I 

• 

CD 

1  I 

6 

1 

NIL 

5 

83 

i 

,11 

«  Including  Vessels  known  to  have  called  az  Infected  Ports  during 

the  Voyage. 


TABLE  PI.  H 

’'Deratisation’^  Certificates  and  Deratisation 
'’Exemption’^  Certificates  issued  during 

the  year. 


i 

I 

• 

No,  of  Deratisation  ^ 

No,  of  :  issued. 

crtificates  ,No.of.  Tota? 

,Deratis-  Certili 

tjuiuto:  j^fter  fumigation  with 

After  '  Total  oatee 

trapping  nottifi  ^  Issued. 

pcnsonitig  Atos 

e  t  c ,  :  . 

issued.  , 

5  6  7  '8 

- 

;  H.C.N.  :  Sulphori  H.C,N.  d 

i  Sulphor 

i  i 

1  :  2  3  I  4 

>  Totals,  , 

:  i 

68  :  3  4  I  2 

NIL  9  j  39  68 

«  Applicable  only  to  those  ports  approved  by  The  Ministry  of 
Health  for  the  issue  of  ’’Deratisation”  Certificates  and 
Deratisation  ’’Exemption”  Certificates  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  Article  28  of  the  International  Sanitary 
Conventionj  1926,  (Form  Port  II) 


SPACI^.S . 


HYGIENE  OP  GP.SV;S* 

TA.3LE  1  , 
OLASSIPICATION  of  NUISANCES. 


Nationality 
of  Vessel. 


StnuG tural 
defects 
through  -vre al¬ 
and  tear. 


Dirty  VtirmiUy 
and  other 
oonditiens  • 
prejudicial 
to  hoalch. 


British. 


4> 


18^ 


Other  Nations.- ■  20  ,.lij 


The  above  tabl'e  is  classification  of  the 

nuisances  '’'anh'  defects  found-  to  ■eo:;hS't^--en--board-: . 

the  vessels  inspected  during  tno  past  year.  Of 
thi  St  number  123  or  iOgj/j  wei*o  found  to  have, 
one  or  more  nuisances  or  saiiirary  defects y 
composed  for  tho  most  part  of  dirty  or  vermin¬ 
ous  quarters,  f oul"  vvt  c  '  Sy,- bilge Sy  peak  and 
ballast  tankSy  dofecti-ve  port  lightSy  dofoctive 
stovGs  and  fittings ^  loaky  docks j  dofoctive 
v/.c’Sy  doors  otc.  Y'llbh  tho  oxceijtion  of  3 
vessels  v/hich  loft  the  Port  before  the  necessary 
work  was  complotody  all  tho  nuisances  and  defects 
v/ero  romodied,  suggestive  that  tho  v/ork  is 
carried  out-  with  a  minimum  of  friction. 


m,  FOOD  INSPECTION 


The  Public  Health  (imported  Poods)  Perflations <,  1  937? 
The  Public  Health  (Imported  Milk)  Regulations^  1926, 
The  Public  Health  (Preservatives,  &c.,  in  Food)Regu- 
lations,  1925  to  1940,  and  the  Public  Health 
(Shellfish)  Regulations,  1934. 


In  accordance  with  the  pov/ers  contained  in  those 
Regulations  relating  to  the  inspection  of  Poods 
arriving  from  foreign  and  home  ports,  the  provisions 
have  been  carried  out  in  so  far  as  they  concern  the 
Public  Health  (imported  Pood)  Regulations,  1937.  With 
regard  to  the  Public  Health  (imported  Mili^  Regulation 
1926.  and  the  Public  Health  (Preservatives,  etc.,  in 
Pood)  Regulations  1925  to  1940,  it  has  nor  be.en  found 
necessary  to  take  any  action.  Samples  aj^e  reg^ala.rly 
taken  by  the  examining  Officer  of  Customs  in  compli¬ 
ance  with  the  above-named  Regulations, 

13  visits  have  been  paid  to  ships,  wharves,  and 
warehouses  on  the  River  and  at  the  Docks  for  the 
purpose  of  inspecting  consignments  of  foodstuffs. 

The  following  amount  of  food-stuff s  (ships’ 
stores)  was  examined  by  request  and  found  to  be  unfit 
for  human  consumption,  viz;- 

Pive  barrels  of  Icelandic  pickled  mutton, 

(1  ,000  lbs) .  This  was  removod  from  the  ships  to  the 
Wear  Refiring  Company  for  commercial  purposes.  No 
samples  of  food  have  been  submitted  to  the  Bacteriol¬ 
ogist  or  Public  Analyst  'for  examination  or  analysis 
during  the  pasjj  year. 


SHELL  PISH. 

The  Public  Health  (Shell  Pish)  Hogulations,  ‘■934? 
came  into  operation  on  January  1st,  1935.  The 
Rogulaticr.a  refer  to  the  gathering  and  selling  for 
human  consumption  of  shell  fish  which  may  bo  infected. 
There  are  no  layings,  private  or  public,  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  this  Authority. 
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